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Asagi 

Once Captain of 
the Blue King’s 
feared Turquoise 
Bodyguards, he’s 
sticking with 
“Tatara” for his 
own amusement. 
He’s aware “Tatara” 
is a girl, and unbe¬ 
knownst to his 
new “allies,” Asagi 


is the true Blue King, swapped at birth for his own 
protection. A mysterious quartet of highly skilled 
spies secretly aids him in his schemes. 



Hijiri 

Skilled in batto- 
jutsu—the art of the 
sword — he’s leader 
of the Tengu Faction, 
a somewhat radical 
group of young 
Hongu monks that 
has chosen to aid 
“Tatara.” 



Nachi 

Spirited and daring, 
Nachi is Hijiri’s sec¬ 
ond in command and 
the son of the head 
priest at the Great 
Kumano Hongu 
Shrine. 


Ageha 

Capable of staying a 
King’s hand and 
arranging for 1000 
head of cattle on 
short notice, this 
mysterious desert 
nomad seems 
extremely informed 
and influential. He 
also has a secret 
identity-Kicho, a 
famous performer among a traveling troupe of danc¬ 
ing ladies. Ageha lost his left eye to the Red King, as 
payment for his rescue of 12-year-old Sarasa. Now, he 
is “Tatara’s” slightly mercenary ally. Ageha’s owl com¬ 
panion, Kagero, carries messages to his contacts. 




Sarasa (disguised as Tatara) 

Sarasa and her twin brother Tatara were born under 
a prophecy, and the rebel people of Byakko Village 
raised Tatara as the “Boy of Destiny.” When the Red 
King’s forces killed Tatara, Sarasa secretly took up 
her brother’s name to fight in his guise, not realiz¬ 
ing that she is the true child of prophecy. Only visits 
to hot springs offer Sarasa the privacy to indulge 
her true identity. There, she has met a curious 
young man named Shuri, who has become her 
only outlet for being completely herself. 



The Red King 

In charge of Midwestern Honshu, Shikoku, and 
Kyushu, he is the youngest of the King of Japan’s 
four sons. Prophesied to bring misfortune, King 
Ukon branded him a slave. Only a privileged few 
call him by his name—Shuri. Hounded by threats 
from abroad and his family, he is a ruthless but 
effective ruler, crushing those who oppose him. 
Ignorant of her secret identity and hiding his own, 
Shuri’s interactions with Sarasa reveal hints of his 
unhealthy family history and his desire to unite 
Japan in peace. Intent on courting her, he has given 
Sarasa a whistle to call a carrier parrot so they 
might write to each other during their travels. 




Nagi 

Extremely wise, Nagi is the 
blind prophet who declared the 
prophecy at the birth of Tatara 
and Sarasa. Also a priest, a doc¬ 
tor and a teacher, Nagi has edu¬ 
cated Sarasa despite others who 
questioned the wisdom of 
teaching so much to a girl. 



General Kazan 

The Red King’s 
devoted military 
leader, Kazan was 
conflicted in his 
loyalty and feelings 
for Chigusa, which 
kept her presence 
secret from the Red 
King. 



Kaku 

Byakko Village’s military 
advisor and trainer, Kaku is 
loyal to Sarasa’s family and 
the cause of the “Boy of 
Destiny.” Kaku is one of the 
few who knows Sarasa has 
taken her brother’s place. 



Senju 

Her lady-like demeanor hides 
this princess’ passionate 
heart. Widowed by “Tatara” 
after one night with her 
beloved Shido, the Red King’s 
cousin, she is under the Red 
King’s care so she might keep 
her unborn child. 



Chacha 

A strong leader and fighter, 
this pirate chief is all Sarasa 
aspires to be. “Tatara’s” 
courage and quick thinking 
have won Chacha to “his” 
side. 



Chigusa 
(Sarasa’s 
mother) 

Captured after 
Tatara’s death, she 
was badly abused 
by the Red King’s 
men until General 
Kazan “rescued” 
her. Despite his 
violence against 
her family, she grew to respect 


Kazan and aided ii 
suicide. 


his ritual 



Sakaki 

He rose abruptly 
from an Army sol¬ 
dier to commander 
because of his keen 
eye and intelligence. 



Hayato 

Descendant of Rasho, 
leader of the Suzaku, 
who are allies of 
Byakko, Hayato is 
“Tatara’s” devoted com¬ 
panion who saved 
“Tatara” from Shido. 






I n the early 21 st century, an apocalypse turns 
fertile lands into deserts and brings human 
civilization to its knees. Control of Japan passes 
into the hands of tyrannical kings. 300 years 
later, a new hope is born. 

At the birth of a rebel chieftain’s twins, 
the blind prophet Nagi predicts, “This is a 
child of destiny, one who will grow to lead the 
people and be the light in the sky of our 
nation’s future.” The people of Byakko Village 
place their hopes in Tatara, their chief’s son, 
raising him as the “Boy of Destiny.” 

With the tyrannical Ukon XV ruling 
Japan through his ruthless sons, a better 
tomorrow can only be achieved through strife 
and bloodshed. When the “Boy of Destiny” is 
killed by the Red King’s forces, it is up to his 
twin sister Sarasa to lead their people in his 
name, or all will be lost. 

Sarasa achieves victory over the Red King 
in Kyushu and the Blue King in Seiran, gaining 
many allies along the way. But “Tatara’s” jour¬ 
ney north to search for more allies has been 
sent astray by Asagi, the manipulative but well 
informed former Blue King Captain. With the 
aid of his spies, Asagi learns that the Red King’s 
General Kazan is secretly holding Tatara’s 
mother captive. Worse, he learns “Tatara” is not 
only a girl but also unknowingly in love with 
the Red King! 

Even with the help of the Tengu Faction, 
a local gang of rebel monks, “Tatara’s” rescue 
of “his” mother fails. Thanks to Asagi’s anony¬ 
mous warning, General Kazan is prepared for 
the attempt, though no one is prepared for the 
arrival of the Red King! Intent on disciplining 
Kazan, the Red King’s forces fight with General 
Kazan’s, creating enough confusion for 
“Tatara’s” forces to narrowly escape. 

The retreat is hard won, for not only are 
Chacha and Zaki gravely injured, but Sarasa’s 
eyes are damaged. Such a high price, and she 
hasn’t found her mother! But there is plenty of 
anguish to go around, for this crazy conflict 
costs the Red King the life of his most loyal 
and trusted advisor, General Kazan... 
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AZURE TALE 9: 

PREMONITION 










...WILL HE 
FIGHT FOR 
/V\E AFTER 
DEATH? 

















THE DUTY 
OF HIS MEN 
TO HAVE 
FAITH IN HIM 
AND OBEY! 


—J THE RED 
KING HAS 
SPOKEN! 
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GENERAL, 

KAZAN. 














BUT NOW 
SHE'S BEEN 
BLESSED 
WITH 

COMRADES! 


SHE'LL HAVE 
TO GROW 
STRONGER. 
WILL I ONLY 
HOLD HER 
BACK? 


SHE STILL 
HAS A 
LONG 
ROAD 
AHEAD 
OF HER. 








I CAN'T 
FACE HER 
RIGHT 
NOW. 




I DON'T 
UNDER' 
STAND, 
BUT... 
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THERE'S 
NOTHING 
MORE 
FOR US 
TO DO. 


I'M HAPPY 
ENOUGH 
THAT SHE'S 
BEEN 
FREED. 


19 



FINISHED 

OFF 

GENERAL 
KAZAN...? 


1 KNOW \ 
IT WAS ’ 
HARD 

r—7 Iff 

^ THANKS, 

FOR i 

/II j kaku. 

YOU, i 



^4 ■ j 
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yOUVE HAD 
A LOVELY, 
SHELTERED 
LIFE SO 


INACHI! 


I COME 
| WITH 
ME! 


EVERY¬ 

NEV 

ER 

_ v vsie 

ONE'S 

TO H 

AVE 


BEEN 

SO 

LUCKY. 

TOK 

ILL. 
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THERE'S NO 
DANGER THAT 
YOU’LL GO OUT 
FOR WOOL 
AND COME 
BACK SHORN...? 



ANCIENT 

TIMES, 

1 HEAR 

Of 1C? / ICTcz: 


L/UrS L- lr t 

SPANS 


, WERE 

A LOT 

1 WISH 

V LONGER. 

IT 

WERE 




























WHERE'S 
IWPA- 
THE HIGH 
PRIEST.? 


AYE, 

IT'S 

BEEN 

TOO 

LONG, 


WHAT ARE 
THE TWO 
RASCALS 
DOING 













































KNOWING 
THAT WHAT 
I A5K 
AW BE 
UNREASON¬ 
ABLE. 


PLEASE 

TELL 

THE 

RED 

KING... 


THAT 

yOUVE 

CHASED 

TATARA 

OUT. 
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OF COURSE, 
IF THE RED 
KING WERE 
TO ATTACK 
THIS 
SHRINE... 


THEN 
THINGS 
WOULD BE 
DIFFERENT. 
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5URELV 

BURNIN', 

HIJIRI. 


THAT IT 
15 , 

NACHI. 













































































BEATING A 
RETREAT 
THROUGH 
THE RAIN? 
r'OUR 
VORK 


3? lmm\ 


OF COURSE... 
YOU'RE WITH 
TATARA. 


SO THIS 
IS THE 
POWER 
OF 

KUMANO. 


HMPH. 


THE 
TRUTH 
OF THE 
"LAND OF 
GODS." 


THIS IS 
WHY I 
CAN'T 
LET 
THEM 

















OF 

COURSE, 

THAT 

LITTLE 

COUNTRY 

BUMPKIN... 

















^Maoeha’s 



FRIEND. 

SCRIBE...? 


HE'S A k 


SCRIBE -f 

/ 


FROM p 

r ^ 


KYOTO. P 


IT'S 

MOVING 
FASTER 
THAN I 
THOUGHT. 



4 THE 
^CURRENT 
OF 

HISTORY... 


r J 


A PEOPLE 
f MAY 



NOT 



SEE IT 


A 

1 YET... 

BUT THE AGE l 
OF THE ONE 
GREAT KING 

IS ALREADY 
DONE. 




KINGUKON 
DIDN'T EVEN 1 
ATTEMPT r 
TO STOP 
THE RED KING, ¥- 
THOUGH Yr 
HE WAS RIGHT p 
AT THE KZ 
SCENE. / ^ 
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J/VWJO, 

> CLOSE 
) KYOTO 
30TH 
DGRAPH- 


FROM 

NOW 

BEGINS 
































VERDIGRIS 









YOU DIDN'T 
SEE HER... 


get AWfiV 
FROM ME! 


SARASA’S 

JOURNEY/ 


Seiran 


Shrine 


f Nachi Katsuura 


TINY TAM-TAM TIME © 

I -found out -through some letters t 
y Lots of people thought 

\ i 

D-did he look girlvj"? # 

And people thought Z.aki died! ^ 

I guess I just couldn't draw it right \% 


I'D MARRV VOU IF 
VOU WERE 
A GIRL! 








SUO CITY 


UNDERGROUND WATERWAY 
CONSTRUCTION SITE 


THE SOIL 
IS SOFT, 
SO IT'S 
DIFFICULT 
TO BURY 
THE ROCK5. 


HOW 
LONG 
WILL IT 
TAKE TO 
COMP¬ 
LETE? 


\CHANNEL 
A FROM 
\ \SANIN... 


I SEEM TO 
BE CUT OUT 
FOR THIS 
MORE THAN 
THE BATTLE¬ 
FIELD. 


WELL... 
ABOUT 
A YEAR. 















STAY AT 
THE VILLA 
A FEW 
DAYS A 
MONTH 
AS WELL. 


UNLIKE 

THE 

PALACE, 
IT'S IN 
THE 
CITY... 


jWANTEDl 
TO TALK 


J TELL 
ME IF 
YOU 
NEED 
ANY¬ 
THING. 


A so 

/ THERE'S 
1 ALWAYS 
(SOMETHING 
1 TO DO, 
ISN'T 

i THERE? 


THANK 

YOU 

SO 

MUCH. 
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TO THE 
TEAM THAT 
FINISHES 
THE FIRST- 
IF THE JOB 
, IS GOOD— 


I OFFER 100 
TIMES 
VOUR PAY! 


1 WANT^ 
YOU TO Kf 


ABOUT V; 
FINISH- !■;. 


WE'LL SPLIT 
EVERYONE 
INTO 
TEAMS! 


THEN YOU'LL 
BE ABLE 
TO TAKE 
SOME PRIDE 
IN YOUR 
WORK! a 


EACH TEAM 
WILL BE 
RESPON¬ 
SIBLE 
FOR ONE 
AREA! 
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mmm 


K NOW, 


'YOU WERE 
SUPPOSED 
TO HAVE A 
COMFORT¬ 
ABLE 
RETIRE¬ 
MENT. / 


GIMME 

SOME 

GREEN 

TEA 

DUMP¬ 

LINGS! 


YET HERE 1 
YOU ARE, 
OUT OF THE 
PALACE AND 
STARTING 
YOUR OWN 
BUSINESS. 


AND 

ANOTHER 
FOR THE 
PRINCESS 
AT SHINO- 
NOME. 


MAKE 
MEAN 
ASSORT¬ 
MENT 
PACK 
OF 2.0, 


THEN DROP 
IT OFF 
AT THE 
PALACE 
FOR LATER. 


THANKS\ 

FOR 

YOUR 

BUSI¬ 

NESS. 


DEAD MAN'S ' 
BEEN FOUND 
IN THE 
PARK POND! 
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1 IT'LL 
BE 

y our 

OWN 

FAULT.. 


ALL THE 
GOOD 
THINGS 

ARP 

SLIPPING 

AWAY... 


KAZAN 

DEAD. 


...if you 

ENDUP 

ALONE. 


AND NOW, 
ANOTHER.., 


THROUGH 

my 

FINGERS... 


jKgl NEED 
IfcTO APPOINT 
g|S KAZAN'S 
'SUCCESSOR. 

jjfigv 


SAKAKI'S A 
GOOD MAN, 
BUT NOT 
GENERAL 
MATERIAL. 


LIKE SO 
MANY 
GRAINS 
OF 

SAND... 


I HAVE 
NOBODY. 




ONE DAY 
\ TAKE 
\ ALL OF 
JAPAN 
FOR 

\ MYSELF. 


R FEND m 
V\ OFF MY A 
• BROTHERS Si 

and rny^ 

FATHER. 


NOT 
/ IN 
/ONE 
, THINS. 


AND 
WHEN I 
FIND 
v YOLL. 


I WANT TO SEE 
nYOU, SARASA. 


so V, 

„much 

THAT I 
WOULD j 
GO OUT,; 
LOOK- ? 
INS j 
FOR YOU 
MYSELF ! 
IF I 

COULD. 


WHAT n 

WOULD/ 

you 4 

SAY?’/ J 


I'LL HOLD 
YOU TISHT 
IN MY 
ARMS... 





























THE RED 
KING DARES 
TO FIRE AT 
KING UKON. 


KING IS 
BEHIND 
US. 


AND 

KING 

UKON 


NO- \ 
THING ' 
TO BE 
ASHA/VIED 
ABOUT. I 


THAT 

MAKES HIM 
TRAITOR 
ENOUGH. 


WILL 
STAND 
BY US 
AS WELL. 











































IF I GOT A 
LETTER 
FROM 
SHURI...I 
WOULDN'T 
BE ABLE TO 
READ IT. 


HEy! Ml 




\ \/^V\YEYES 
1 K( APB ALL 
y> WEEPY. 


HERE, 

I'LL WASH / 
YOUR \ 
BACK \ 
FOR YOU. r 


IT MUST 1 
BE HARD L | 
WHEN I 

you . 

CAN'T / 
SEE. m 




r THERE 
, WAS A HUGE 
BOAR 
\ OVER 
V, THAT WAY. 


V yotJR 

I \\( CHANCE 



DON'T 

BE SHY! \ N 

I'M YOUR A / 

NUMBER- C y 
ONE GUY! / 


/ i (THAT'S 
-y \ OKAY. 
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*4\V£ 



TATARA, 
I'LL GO 
GET US 
OUR 
DINNER! 


■ DON'T 
] WANT 
ANYONE 
TO SEE, 
DO YOU? 



















Y WE 

1 GOTSO 
} MANY 

net, DONT 

slack OFF ! 

VOLUN- 

*\ TEERS. 


m 

^\S 


1 


1 CAN'T 

1 WE'RE 

BELIEVE 

1 GOING TO 

HOW 1 

DIVIDE 

BUSY 

THEM UP 

WE ARE. 

AND FORM 

A 

AN ARMY. 


TAT AKA 
KNOWS 
HOWTO 
MOTIVATE 











TATARA'S 
LIKE A 
MAGNET. 



SAND... 

0 .. * 

EMERGES 
GLITTERING p 
IRON. 
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82 








DEATH 
TO THE 
TRAITOR! 









































rm PRINCESS. 
M ESCAPE. 
HURRY! 


YOU'RE A 
GUE5T 
AND HAVE 
NOTHING 
TO DO 
WITH THIS. 


PROTECT THE 
PRINCESS WITH 
YOUR LIVES' 
<30 THROUGH 
THE WEST 
GARDEN! 

















































I BUILT 
THAT VILLA 
MYSELF! 


I KNOW EVERY 
HIDDEN EXIT, 
FOOLS! 
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WE LOVE 
THIS CITY. 


VERY 

MUCH. 


/'YOUR \ 
WOUNDS! 


DON'T 

TOUCH 

/V\E! 

I DON'T 
NEED 
YOUR 
PITY! 


I DON'T 
NEED 
YOUR 

SYMPATHY. 


I AM 
THE 
KINS! 


WITHOUT 
PEER 
IN THE 
WORLD... 


DON'T 










WHAT'5 
THIS?’ 


you CAN'T 
JUST 
BOARD 
OUR SHIP. 






































' - : 
•• 




THOUGHT 
I HEARD 
SHURI 
CALLING 
MY NAME 
. FROM 
SOMEWHERE 
FAR AWAY. 


FORA 

MOMENT. 


IN MY 
DREAM... 
HE 

SOUNDED 
AS IFJfl 
HE WERE 
pABOUT^ 
TO CRY.’ 
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I DON'T 
KNOW! 

































IT TAKES 
COURAGE TO 
TURN BLOWS 
INTO 

BLESSINGS. 


WE CAN ALL 
GIVE IN TO 
PESSIMISM 
WHEN FATE 
TURNS 
AGAINST 


TATARA 


THINK 

OF 

ME. 


I CAN 
TELL 
WHO'S 
STAND' 
ING 

by my 

SIDE 
BEFORE 
THEY 
SPEAK ., 


1 I AM 
BLIND, 
BUT I 
DON'T 
COLLIDE 
WITH 
THINGS. 




























BASHO 
APPEARS 
TO HAVE 
GONE TO 
OKINAWA." 


DELIVER J ALL RIGHT, 
THIS V KAGERO. 
LETTER 

T ° I J 

TATARA IN k / 

KU/V\ANO. / V / 


THIS IS A 
SERIOUS TURN 
OF EVENTS, 
INDEED. 


AND 

YET... 


SOME¬ 
THING 
WILL 
HAPPEN 
IN THE 
WEST. 


I NEVER 
THOUGHT 
THE 

(RED KING 
WOULD BE 
FINISHED 
HERE... 

IN SUO CITY. 


JUST AS 
TARO 

PREDICTED. 

















LORD ASHO 
TOLD US you 
CANNOT BE 
LEFT ALIVE. 
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' J WOULD 
N IT HELP 

|] IF I 

SAID I'm 
1 KNOWN 

U A5 

| \K\CHO? 


PRINCESS 

SENJU!? 


MEMBER 

OF 

MADAM 

BUTTER¬ 

FLY'S 

TROUPE? 


7 YOU CAME 
TO SEE MY 
PERFORM¬ 
ANCE 

WITH SHI DO. 


KV JM 

mmMiMSmM 





































I DON'T 
KNOW, 
BUT I 
HAVEN'T 
HEARD THAT 
THEWE GOT 
HIS HEAD... 


THE 

(RED KINO 
ESCAPE...? 


WELL, 

THERE 

YOU 

GO. 


THEy'RE ' 
TELLING 
US TO 
STOP SO 
THEY CAN 
INSPECT 
OUR 
CARGO! 


DON'T 
MOV E 
yOURARM 
FOR 

AWHILE. / 







IslfllB 


TRAVELING 

DOCTOR 

NAMED 

BASHO. 


THIS 
IS MY 
APPREN- 


WE HAVE 
OUR ORDERS. 
OPEN 
YOURSELF 
TO 

INSPECTION! 
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I MUST 
BUILD THE 
AQUEDUCT. 


I'LL BE 
AWAITING 
YOUR 
RETURN... 



h 

HHffiSSS 


4h 

——"i 
T ^*-c 1 

RIGHT 

HERE. 

fj\ 

-M 

zL 


















f- 



WHO ARE 

you to 

ORDER HIM 
AROUND, 
FREE¬ 
LOADER!? 







/ YOU THINK \ 

you \ 

CAN EAT 
I WITHOUT / 
\ WORKING!?/ 





















































































I WAS GOING 
TO KILL 
THE RED KING 

/vry self! 





THE RED KING... 










I WON 
THE 
FIRST 
ROUND! 


I HOPE 
HE 

CRAWLS 
HIS WAY 
BACK 
FROM 
THE 

DEPTHS. 


Victory 


WON'T 
BE AS 
MUCH 


i OTHER¬ 
WISE... 


riftfCOME I : 

i CRAWLING 
.../T BACK, 

/// // SHURI. 


I STILL 
HAVE 
WAYS 

TO A 
KNOCK V 
YOU ' 
DOWN. \ 
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BUT NONE 
OF THE 
SUZAKU 
HAVE EVER 
BEEN 
THERE. 


YOU'RE 
v GOING 
TO 

OKINAWA? 


I'LL 

WRITE A 
LETTER 
TO A 
FRIEND 
OF 
MINE. 


HE'S AT 
TANEGA 
ISLAND 
AND DOES 
BUSINESS 
WITH 

OKINAWA. 


...EVEN 

WITHOUT 

THE 

RED 

KING. 


OUR 
BATTLE. 
WILL 
GO ON. 


I'M SURE 
EVERYONE'S 
HEARD 
BY NOW 
THAT 
THE RED 
KING HAS 
\ BEEN DE¬ 
THRONED. 


THAT 

MEANS 

THE 

WEST IS 
NOWIN 
CHAOS. 










'ONCE I . 
[GET TO, 
kTHAT * 
'ISLAND 


WELL 


TO 

TELL 

YOU 

THE 

TRUTH 


I DIDN'T l 
REALLY 
WANT TO 
<30 

SOUTH 
IN THIS 
SEASON. 


OKINAWA 
SOUNDS 
LIKE A 
PARADISE. 


I FEEL 
LIKE 

. SOMETHING 

- GOOD 

WILL 

- HAPPEN ' 
THERE... 


































THAT'S 
HOW IT IS 
AROUND 
OKINAWA. 


C'MON, 
SHURI ! 
HELP ME 
LOWER 
THE 
SAILS. 


TINY TAM-TAM TIME @ 


‘BASARA" CD book is. 
out. I haven't listened to 
k, but it's really cool, and 
epic. <300 Check it out! C? 


/ HOW K / 
WwONE-i 1 


I WRITE I 
ME! , 





I_ 

157 














THE 

ISLAND 

OF 

OKINAWA 

NAHA 

HARBOR 


HAS 

EVERYONE 

BEEN 

WELL? 








/ BUT I7V\ IN 
/ THE MIDDLE 
I OF MY 
CAMPAIGN. 
I'M JUST 
STOPPING^ 

\ by. 




MM 


W$M\ 






THANKS 
FOR : 
CO/VWNG. H 
I KNOW p 
YOU'RE r: 


l 


AH, 

PRESIDENT 
ASATO. I 


Xr ' WELL. 


yuna, 

YOU 

COME I'M 

to visit pVm 


SOME- A 
TIME, l | 
TOO. fJ 


B THE-r 

■T HEAD-. 

COUNTRY. 


I'D HEARD 
THIS WAS A 
COUNTRY 
WITHOUT 
A KING... 


2 \\Ja 


































f WHAT ' 
DO 

you 

THINKS 


HE IS 
THE 
KINO. 


Hrnrn. 


HE'S BEEN 
THE KINO 
SINCE HIS 
BIRTH. 


HEY, 

OLD 

/V\AN. 


WHAT 
KIND OF 
FIELD IS 
THAT? 


1 THERE 
WAS AN 
ELECTION. 

THE RED 
| KINO- 


WOULD 

THE 

PEOPLE 

CHOOSE 


WE 

MAKE 

SUOAR 

FROM 

IT. 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE 
PAMPAS 
ORASS, 
DOESN'T 






I BOUGHT \ 
A LOT OF 
SUGAR FROM 
OKINAWA, 
THOUGH. 

YOU CAN'T 
MAKE SWEET 
DUMPLINGS 
WITHOUT THEM. 


I DON'T 
WANT TO 
SEE ANY 
FOR 
AWHILE 
THOUGH. 


YOU 

LIKE 

DUMP¬ 

LINGS?’ 


BURNING 
. UNDER 
I THE 
FIERCE 


THINGS 

SO 

DIFFER- 









IT WAS 
ALWAYS 
YELLOW. 




your 

FUTONS 

HAVE 

BEEN 

AIRED, 


I'VE 

CLEANED 
UP YOUR 
ROOM. 


AND 

THE 

BATH 

IS 

READY. 


I'M NOT 
DOING 
ANYTHING 
FORA 
HUSBAND 
WHO HARDLY 
EVER 
COMES 
HOME. 


YOU'RE 

AS 

CONSCI¬ 

ENTIOUS 

AS 

EVER. 


EEL IS 
YOUR 
FAVORITE, 
. RIGHT? 


NAKIJIN, 

I'M 

HOME. 


YUNA. 


I HAVE 
SOME 
READY 
TO 

GRILL. 


YOU MUST 
BE BUSY 
HELPING 
; WITH THE 
CAMPAIGN. 


YOU 

SHOULD'VE 
LET MY 1 
WIFE 
HANDLE 
ALL THAT. 


™ WEL- 
3i COME 
T BACK. 













THIS 15 A 

YOU'RE 

SERIOUS f/wgi 

NOT, 1 

PROBLEM i W ■ 

APOLO¬ 

right r^ism 

GIZE. 




































NAKIJIN! 
YOU'RE ONE 
OF /V\Y BEST 
STUDENTS! 


I'M 

DISAPPOINTED ^ 




W 


IVE ALREADY 
TOLD YOU- 

NO FIGHTING 
ON MV 
PR0P6RTV'. 



yOU'LL BE 
PLANTING 
SPINACH 
AND 

MEDICINAL 

HERBS! 








HONESTLY. 

! DIDN'T 
YOU LEARN 
[ANYTHING— 




SHURI! VC 
COME / V. 
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I WON'T TURN 
THI5 COUNTRY 
INTO A 

BATTLEFIELD, 
AS GOVERNOR 
UNTEN 

WILL DO! U 








































































BONUS TA/WTAM TIME: 
A DM IN THE LIFE 
OFSHINBASHI 




TO PROTECT 
OKINAWA'S 
INDEPENDENCE, 
WE MUST BE 
WILLING TO / 

i 


- 1 a v ZJ "wum 

* / )Q RESPECT 






V ^ 

Vo.o V 



IT SEE ms 
OKINAWA 
ISN'T AS 
PRETTY 
A 

COUNTRY 
AS IT 
THINKS. 


\ DOES 

\ \ / Japan 

\ \ Vt\ ASPECT 

\ 1 / /A ASATO 

1 // / \ for his 

\ ) [/ )smm 


GOVERNOR 

UNTEN, 

NORTHERN 

REFORM 

PARTY 









"ELECTION" 
IS SUCH 
A NOBLE 
WORD. 
THIS IS JUST 
A LYING AND 
SLANDERING 
CONTEST. 





WHAT'S 

ALL 

THE 

RUCKUS r 


THERE'S 
NOTHING 
I CAN'T 








TYPHOON'S 
A WET ONE. 

IT CAME 
EARLY THIS 
YEAR. 


THE 
FIELD'S 
GOING 
TO BE 
WASHED 
AWAY. 


WHAT 
ABOUT 
ALL /V\Y 
SEED¬ 
LINGS? 7 
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\ FLOOD 
fft THE 
FIELD! 


DON'T 
REMIND 
ME OF 
HIM! 


I TRAIN 
WITH 
NAKIJIN 
ALL THE 










































NEVER 

INTENDED 

TO 

DECEIVE 

THEM... 


BUT YOU'VE 
PUT ME 
IN A FIX. 

I NEED THI5 
KEPT QUIET 
A WHILE 
LONGER. 


ALL THE 
BRAVE 
SPEECHES- 


WHILE YOU U6 
TO THE 
PEOPLE! 
WHILE you 

BETRAY TH6 
COUNTRY! 


ill 15 THIS 
rl who you 

" TRULY 
M ARE!? 
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WHAT 

WAS...; 




THE 
FOOT¬ 
STEPS ! 
ARE GOING 
AWAY... 
























Recommendations 


Editor’s comments 


If you enjoyed Basara, please try these 
other graphic novels: 

Chicago 

From Basara’s creator, Yumi Tamura, 
Chicago is an action-packed short 
series set in the near future. Capable 
Rei and her seasoned partner 
Uozumi are survivors. After being 
deployed to a half-finished manmade 
island to search for earthquake vic¬ 
tims, their military rescue squad is 
bombed. Discovering the mysterious 
forces behind the bombing becomes 
their personal goal as they join a pri¬ 
vate rescue force that gathers secretly 
in a Shinjuku bar called “Chicago.” 

Banana Fish 

Currently running in the anthology 
Animerica Extra, Akimi Yoshida’s most 
famous series is filled with gritty 
action. When a man is gunned down 
in the gang-infested back alleys of 
1980’s New York City, it begins a 
complicated series of events that 
causes gang leader Ash to go up 
against mafia don “Papa” Dino. The 
series sends Ash and his allies across 
the country and against political 
intrigues in search of the truth 
behind the mysterious and deadly 
substance “Banana Fish.” 

Vagabond 

One of the best action artists out 
there, Takehiko Inoue puts his skills 
to the test in this extraordinary 
series. Inspired by EijiYoshikawa’s 
classic samurai story Musashi, Vagabond 
is the tale of an unfocused soldier on 
the losing side of history. Takezo’s 
initial goal of survival escalates the 
violence around him, turning him 
into a homicidal wildman. Through 
the way of the sword, he must trans¬ 
form himself from brute to saint. 


T he game that so engrosses the fathers of 

Nachi and Hijiri at the beginning of the book 
is one any Shonen Jump reader should easily recog¬ 
nize. It’s the ancient Asian strategy game of Go. 

While Hayato seems to use a more Western 
or Chinese styled bow, Nachi and Hijiri demon¬ 
strate kyudo (both o’s long), Japanese archery. 
Japanese bows are much longer than their 
Western counterparts, and their handles are not 
located in the center (they’re further down). 
Uniquely, when shooting, the bow swivels in the 
archer’s hand, resulting in the string coming to 
rest on the outside of the archer’s arm, opposite 
of where it started. 

Against Nagi’s recommendation, Sarasa 
soaks in Yunomine hot springs’ Tsubo spa, which 
is famous for its restorative powers —but it’s 
supposed to be used by people with arthritis, 
neuralgia, skin diseases and gastrointestinal dis¬ 
orders, as well as couples wanting a healthy 
baby! Located at theYunotani river basin, it is 
said to change color seven times every day. 

What’s that Shinbashi’s got as he soaks with 
Sarasa? It’s a sake bottle and cup on a floating 
tray. Sake can be drunk cold or warm, and sip¬ 
ping a cup while soaking in a hot spring is sup¬ 
posed to be a refined indulgence. 

Matsuo Basho (1644-1694), whose name 
Kaku used as an obtuse joke, is a legendary haiku 
poet. He is renowned for his use of thought-pro¬ 
voking humor and his ability to defdy elevate 
simple moments into significance. 

The kanji on the cup of tea Chacha has dur¬ 
ing her scene with “Tatara” is “nin,” which can 
mean endurance as well as spy. It’s the same 
“nin” as in ninja, and it’s double meaning is 
appropriate, considering Chacha is recovering 
after her stint as a spy. The kanji at the street mar¬ 
ket stall in Okinawa is “kori” (long o), meaning 
ice. This sign is used to indicate a shaved ice ven¬ 
dor, a popular summertime treat in Japan. 

Also known as the mantis shrimp, squilla, 
as mentioned by the Okinawan fishmonger, are a 
genus of shrimp that are common around 
Okinawa. 

-PD 




